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The concept of cappmg arinu-

al tax increases in the city; school
and county budgéts was gen-

erale sup-
ﬂ Claremon‘t Borted by

" those present - at Stevens ngh . i
‘School Thursday but, its full.

, eﬁ"ect and how it Would be i

taxes. And we're open to a dis-

- School bosrd member: Dave
Putna.m suggested that:a ‘com-
toittee be formed to study the
possibility of a tax cap.

“I think that thi§ i§ somethmg .

that should be looksd it to, and T
Would like to see further action,”

cussion with local officials and’
3 e}ust Want to gee
: the feas1b111ty of ¢ capping taxes »
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ion of New ‘ampsh1re
served as the modefator for the

- diseussion and sald that'in’ order ‘
to put a tax ‘cap in place the c1ty’s

charter would: need ‘to " be
changed. . .

“Citizens Would need 6 ﬁle a
petltlon to have the “charter

‘y.changed » :sald Carroll addmg

that the issue would then be
brought before the secretary of
state and attoimey general to
make sure that the law is in
accordance- with . New
Hampshire’s state laws.
‘Superintendent "of Schools
Jacqui Guillette said that plan-
mng for the school bidget was
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difficult because of mandates
and the uncertainty of state
funding.

-~ “We .get a number in
November, and we have to go on
thatsnumber when we make our

‘budget,” said Guillette. “And
‘with the state talking about

making cuts we don’t know how
that is going to affect our budget
or if we're going to get all of the
funding that we were supposed
to in November.” .
Residents voiced *their .con-
cerns about . rising tax rates
along with the increased cost of
living and poor economic situa-
tion affecting the country.
“There needs to be property
tax reform because right now in
the crisis people have to choose

- between paying their bills or eat-
.ing;” said tesident Levi.Sanders.

“We need to deal with this issuée
— 1if something isn’t done,
nobody can live in Claremont.”.
Ken: : Merrifield;. mayor of
Franklin, N.H., said that since

Franklin employed a tax cap in -

1989 the.city has been able to
grow while:keeping the tax rate
stable. . o

“It doesn’t limit -what youre

"able to "dd,_it just limits your

ability to spend,” said Merrifield.
“In the last few years the equal-
ized value in Franklin has risen
faster than Dover, Laconia,
Manchester and Rochester”

Franklin is one of several
New Hampshire communities
that employs a tax cap.
However, the system in Franklin
is different than the system
Santagate is proposing in that
the tax rate, not the amount to
be raised by taxes, is capped.

In Franklin the school budget

has to be approved by the city .

council, unlike:Claremont where
the school’s budget is approved
by voters.

Merrifield said that the school
tax rate relatively level despite

and.city budgets.are capped at
the rate of inflation, but that.the

county rate is not, capped, which .

meant that the city and school
had to.absorh the increase.
:Claremont  resident Chris

Irish said that he worried-about .
a .similar  situation in

Claremont.

‘I do support something to
keep taxes low, but if the school
is all right, and the city is all

right, but the county raises

taxes then it’s like robbing Pster
to pay Paul” said  Irish. I
would like to see that the funds
that are raised go back in to the
community to.repair infrastruc-
ture.

“I see that you have been suc-
cessful in reinvesting ‘in your
town, and what you have done
over the past 20 years we've

“been able to do over the last
~seven,” Irish said. :

County Commissioner Ben
Nelson said that it was difficult
to judge the.county’s tax rate

because Medicaid  and other
.costs.are shifted from the state

government to ‘the county gov-
ernment. . e,
“We've been able to keep the

the state downshifted costs.to
us,” said Nelson. “Sometimes
they don’t realize how it will

.affect the counties in towns.

They said.that they. are going to
close the judiciary system .for
the month of February because
it will save the state so many

:dollars, but that means that-we
-have to feed and house prisoner

at .the department of correc-
tions.for another month.”



